
 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Happy New Year to you all and welcome to the start of the spring term. I have the pleasure 
of sending you my first newsletter for Year 4 to provide you with information about the 
coming weeks. We have lots of exciting learning opportunities planned for the children this 
term. 

 

Topic 

Our topic for this term focuses on PSHE – ‘Marvellous Me’, providing the children with an 
opportunity to discover and remind themselves how amazing they are, each with their unique 
qualities, talents and personalities. Our topic will also provide the opportunity to explore 
growth mindset and ways of developing a positive approach to the challenges of life.  We will 
be linking this with other areas of the curriculum, including English, geography, PE and art. 

 

Science 

In Science, we will be exploring electricity as a source of power to our homes. We will look at 
electrical circuits and investigate conductors and insulators, linking this to keeping ourselves 
safe. In Computing, we will also be looking at keeping safe, particularly online. In addition to 
this, the children will have the opportunity to develop their skills in creating programs and 
working with simple algorithms 

 

RE 

Our RE topics this term are: Community and Islam. It is important that children have a 
knowledge and respect of other faiths in21st century Britain. We look forward to seeing you 
at Church Services throughout the term. 

 

PE 

PE lessons this term will take place on a Wednesday afternoon and Thursday morning. Can 
you please ensure your child has a PE kit in school every day; plain white t-shirt, plain black 
or navy shorts and plimsolls/trainers. Despite our best efforts to encourage the children to 
fold their clothing neatly, it goes without saying, things do go for a wander from time to time! 
It is really important that every item of uniform and PE kit is clearly labelled. 

 

 

 



Reading 

As a fundamental skill, it is essential that your child is encouraged to read regularly at home. 
Some children may enjoy reading to themselves, and others may benefit from reading 
alongside an adult. Both are encouraged. Their reading book and reading record should be 
brought into school each day to ensure that it is available when needed. In school we will be 
focusing on comprehension skills, ensuring a deeper understanding of texts, widening 
knowledge of vocabulary and providing increased opportunity for enjoyment of reading.  

 

Homework 

Each week, the children will receive piece of maths and English homework. This will usually 
be sent home on a Thursday, to be returned no later than the following Wednesday. This 
allows plenty of time at home to fit in opportunities to complete it as we appreciate that life 
outside of school can sometimes be busy. Additionally, the children will receive their weekly 
spelling list on a Monday and will be tested on a Friday.  

Homework is not an option. If homework is not completed on time or is poorly presented, 
children will be expected to complete their homework at playtime/during golden time. 

 

Times Tables 

Year four children are now required to complete a national times tables test. This will be done 
in school on ipads/computers making the task child-friendly and fun. The children are working 
hard in class to learn their tables, but it is imperative that they are encouraged to work on 
their times tables at home. They all have access to a web-based system called ‘Times Tables 
Rock Stars’ which is a popular and fun way for them to learn their tables and increase their 
speed of recall.   

 

Class Dojo 

Many thanks to those parents who have already logged into our Class Dojo. For those who 
haven’t managed to login yet, I would encourage you to do so as it is a fantastic way to see 
some of the things we are doing in school as they happen. We can help if you would like 
support in downloading this app. 

 

Myself and Mrs McCue are very much looking forward to working with your children this year. 
They have already made me very welcome at St Bede’s and they are all a pleasure to teach 
each day.  

If you have any further questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to contact us to arrange 
a meeting or even just a quick chat. I’ve already had the chance to meet some of you and I 
look forward to meeting the rest of you this term. 

 

Mrs Metcalfe  Mrs McCue 


